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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
To the Reverend Gentlemen, the Missionaries, of the 
Bible Society, &c. Greeting : 

Tam fearful that you will not succeed in Chris- 
tianizing the heathen. Iam fearful you mission- 
aries will not be strict observers of the command- 
ment which says, “'Thou shalt not bear false wit- 
I would have you to tell the whole truth, 
ind nothing but the truth, to those poor ignorant 
For if you tell them positive lies, depend 


” 
ness. 


people. 
#pon it, you will be found out, and then you will 
make yourselves and your religion to stink among 
the heathen. You should tell them that you believe, 
or profess to believe, in one eternal God, that is al- 
together goodness, and@ that he made the world and 
all things therein, for the express purpose of his own 
clory, and would have men and women to serve and 
obey him, and has furnished them with the means 
of being happy here and hereafter ; but that they 
would not obey him, though he sent prophets o1 
missionaries (holy men like you,) among them; 
men Who were inspired by the Holy, or Great Spi- 
rit, as you are, to tell them their duty; but they 
would not obey them, but rejected their counsel, 
God Alinighty, to 
convince them of their error, sent his Son to preach 


beating some and killing others. 


tothem and to convince them by miracles, by raising 
the dead, healing the sick, &c.; him they also kil- 
led, but the third day he arose from the dead, and 
convinced many that he Was the Son of God. Also, 
that many good, holy, and pious people, profess to 
be followers of him, and are called by his name. He 
was called Christ; and those who profess to be his 
followers are called Christians. 

He preached that men should do good, even to 
their enemies ; that they should not do violence to 
any man. That if a man smote them on one side 
of the face they should turn the other also. But 
that those who say they are the followers of Chiist 
do not forgive injuries; for if a man but offends 
them, which is sometimes done by telling the truth 
of them, they would think little of cutting off his 
head, or of running him through with a dagger, or 
of shooting him, as some have done in New-York 
Tell them that ma- 
ny pious and good Christians, who are very liberal 
in their subscriptions for building houses for God, 
or churches, and contribute largely toward the Bible 
Society, buy and sell slaves, use them worse than 
the heathen do their horses ; live on their labour, go 
idle, curse, swear, take God’s name in vain, get 
drunk, follow gambling, horseracing, cockfighting, 
and almost every species of evil; but they build 
churches, and pay priests te preach up Christianity!!! 


less than a hundred years ago. 





One sect of Christians profess to believe, that if 











































they die in their sins, they cannot go to heaven or 
happiness; but will goto a place which they call 
hell, where they will remain for ever in a lake of 
fire. Yet they contend for living in sin, and meets 
two or three times each week, and confess that they 
are miserable sinners; and withal say, that they 
hope to go to heaven! 

Another sect meet sometimes five or six times in 
a week, and make a hideous noise, equal to the noise 
of atribe ef Indians going to battle; and at times 
how! and scream frightfully. This they call mourn- 
ing for their sins. 

Another sect meet on one day of the week, and 
seem very devout; some of them stand on their 
knees in the aisle during divine service, which is 
performed in a language unknown to most present ; 
they sing their prayers, and at the same time play on 
large bagpipes, as they do in some other hoffses of 
'!!) They think they will be damned if 


they eat flesh on some days; but they may get 
tre 


worship 


drunk, curse and fight with impunity 

Another sect think they are followers of Christ 
because they have their coats cut a little differently 
Christ 


a coat something like a blanket, was very meek and 


from other protessors of Chiistuanity. wore 
humble, and preached against pride, love ot this 
world, &c. but they are accounted as proud as other 
people in the land, are very fond of money, fine 
In cities 
they generally meet three times a week, and some- 


clothes, fine furniture, fine houses, &e. 


times sit one or two hours without a single word 
being uttered. This they call silent worship; bat 
some think that they are studying how to grow rich. 

Another sect think they are Christians, because 
they bathe in cold water once in their Ifetime with 
their clotheson. This they call initiating them into 
the Church of Christ. 

Another profess to believe, that God, by an eter- 
nal and immutable decree, hath predestinated to 
eternal damnation the far greater part of mankind, 
not considered as made, much less as fallen, and 
without any respect to their disobedience or sin, but 
only for the demonstrating of the glory of his jus- 
tice: and that for the bringing this about, he hath 
appointed these miserable souls necessarily to walk 
in their wicked ways, that so his justice may lay hold 
on them: and that God doth therefore not only suf- 
fer them to be liable to this misery in many paits 
of the world, by withholding from them the preach- 
ing of the gospel, and the knowledge of Christ, but 
even in those places where the gospel 1s preached, 
and salvation by Christ is offered, whom, though 
he pnbliely mvite them, vet he justly condemums far 
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disobedience ; albeit he bath withheld from them 
all grace by which they could have laid hold of the 
zospel, viz. Because he hath, by a secret will un- 
known to all men, ordained and decreed (without 
any respect had to their obedience or sin,) that they 
shall not obey, and that the offer of the gospel shall 
never prove effectual for their salvation, but only 
serve to aguravate and occasion their gzreater con- 
demnation. 

Do not fail to tell them that the universal spread 
of the gospel will put an end to bloody wars, to hu- 
man sacrifices, Xe. Witness the sanguinary fields 
of Europe, and the bloody sands of Orleaus, &c. I 
repeat it—let the beautiful green ficlds of Ireland, 


crimsoue d 


by human carmage, her smoking hamlets, 
her murdered fathers and sous, ber ravished mothers 
and daughters, the gallows—prisons, &c. &c. bear 
witness. Let the instruments of torture in Spain 
and Let 
toinbs of human sactifices, offered in France, Spain, 
&e. and in America, at the shrime of Mars, beai 


Portray to them, in lively characters, the 


Portugal bear witness. the whole heca- 


wituess,. 
beauty and consistency of tvo Christian monarchs 
at war with each other, on account of nobody knows 
what! Suppose his most Catholic majesty, and his 
most Christian majesty, both praying at the same 
time, to the same God, for success of arms, each 
against his neighbour king, and brother Christian, 
and beseeching the general Parent and Creator of 
all, to enable him to cut off the bloody villain that 
he ts at war with; and that in consequence of God 
Almighty so assisting him, he and his blood-hounds 
will worship and serve him, as faithfully all their 
lives, as they have done heretofore. 

[had almost forgotten to tell you of another sect 
of Christians, because they are held in little estima- 
tion their Christiansbrethren. Tell the 
heathen that there is another sect of Christians, who 
believe that God is both able and willing to save all 
maukind, and that he has provided ways and means 


among 


to imake all mankind happy here in this world, and 
that he will assuredly make us all happy hereafter. 
And that in consequence of this, they love him, and 
praise his holy aame ; not as some do, for fear of his 
sending thein to hell.* 

Alter you have told them all this, and explained 
to them properly, the beauty of the doctrine of elec- 
tion and reprebation, as some of our doctors in New- 
York have trequently done, in my bearing, and 
then left the audience as completely in the dark as 
ifthere had never been a word said about it, from 
the time that the first foundation of it was laid by 
St. Augustine, till the time that friar Dominic, and 
monks of his order, tomented it: and from that 
time tll John Calvin unhappily took it up—tell 
the heathen, the infinite advautages they would de- 
rive from becoming such Christians as those good 
people that we have just been speaking of, who sent 
you to preach to them the gospel—which is “ good 
tidings of great joy to all people.” Luke ii. 10 





* It may be proper to inform the reader, that the writer of 
this communication never professed Iumself a Universalist. 


Editer. 





- 


Be sure that you do not turn it into bad tidings. oj 
great sorrow, to most people. 

Explain to them the history of the Popes. Ty, 
thei of the Inquisition. Show them Sterne’s yy 
ture of a single captive. Let them read th his 
tory of religion, by an impartial hand. And, Jas: of 
all, let them read the Book of Martyrs. And they. 
if they are not converted to Christianity, the yy) 
must be in them. 
ot the reprobate class ; and, of course, must certay 


Or, in other words, they must be 
ly be damned. 
I am, gentlemen, yours, Ke. 
A FRIEND TO TRUTH 
—- 
REMARKS 
ON “ANTI-UNIVERSALISM.” 
PART I. 
(Continued from p. 302.) 

We concluded our ouservatious, in our last, by 
saying, * ln our next Number we shall question Mr 
'T.’s meaning of Matt. xxv. 46." Christ came, as 
there described, during the generation of those to 
This our Oppo 


nents have not courage even to attempt to disprove 


whom the parable was addressed. 


The word amyeor, in this pssage rendered eternal 
and everlasting, is the matter for our present ingui 
ry. Does this word designate, or allude to, tiy 
quality, or the duration, of the life or punishment, 
spoken of 2? This question must be answered. W 

say, it designates the quality, and not the durativn 
The duration is necessarily limited, from the na 
ture of the quality of the life and punishment spo 
It is the life and punishment of the age 

If any person be- 


ken of, 
This cannot be controverted. 
lieves it can, the columns of this Paper are at hi- 
service. Let him or them attempt it! 

It is declared, John iii. 36, “ He that believeth o 
the Son hath everlasting lite.” In verse 18, * Hi 
that believeth not, is condemned already.” It ap 
pears that mn this mode of being, the believer hat! 
or possesses, the eternal or everlasting life. Dor- 
this eternal or everlasting life, confer immortality 
Was Paul, or any of the apostles, tmmortal, whey 
they believed on the Son of God? Let these ques 
tions be answered, and the dagon of modern ortho 
doxy falls with his face to the ground! It is coward 
ly in our opponents to seek refuge in paltry T'racts. 
and in the columns of their own publications. Le! 
them venture in the columns of this Paper, and the) 
shallebe estimated with an even balance ! 

We are assured, in 1 Cor. xv. that “ this morta! 
must put on immortality.” Man is mortal. Etet- 
nal or everlasting life, will never make him othe: 
wise. ImMoRTALITY, is a life that cannot be dis 
solved. We repeat it. Let him or them, who may 
dispute this, do it in the columns of this Paper ! 

Paul] says, Gal. ii.20, “The life which I now live 
in the flesh, I live by faith of the Son of God.” 
This is the eternal or everlasting life, which is the 
quality of the life which believers live in the flesh, 
now, by faith, &c. Paul declares of Christ, that he 
“hath the power of an endless life.” We ask, wa* 
the eternal life, which Paul lived in the flesh, by 
faith, an endless life? Read the following—! Cor 








xiii, 8—12, “Charity never faileth: but whethe: 
there be prophecies, they shall fail ; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be know- 

For we know in part, 
But when that which ts 





ledge, it shall vanish away. 
and we prophesy in part. 
perfect iscome, then that which is in part shall be 
done away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, 
{ understood as a child, I thought as a child: but 
when [ became a man, I put away childish things. 
For now we see through a glass, darkly ; but then 
face to face: now T know in part; but then shall I 
know even as also I am known.” 

Reader, tmmortality alone is perfect. Faith shall 
be swallowed up in sight ; and eternal or everlasting 
life, eclipsed and obscured im the full blaze and 
splendour of immortality, the life which cannot be 
dissolved. Man shall rise in the image of his God; 
Not in the image of a 

But, sinless, he shall 


incorruptible and immortal. 

poor doubting, fearing sinner. 
emerge from the corruption of the fall, and bask in 
the rays of the righteousness of the only living God. 

The reader is requested to examine the follow- 
ing passages. Gal. it. 20. Rom.ii.7. 1 Cor. xv. 
63,54. 1Tim.vi. 16. 2 Tim.i. 10. Rom. vii. 
22,23. i1Johnv.20. 2 Pet.ii. 20,21. 1 Cor. 
xiii. S—12. Rom.i. 17, 18. 

Recolleet, our Methodist friends, and they are 
pretty numerous, all agree, that eternal or everlast- 
ing life, is of no longer duration than the faith, 
which is the cause. That a man may believe, and 
have the eternal life, to-day, backslide to-morrow, 
he condemned, the wrath of God abide on him, and 
Consequently, according to 


1 re 


lose his eternal life. 
them, eternal life may not last only for a year or a 
month ! 

The eternal or everlasting punishment, is as 
ephemeral as the life. The moment the persan be- 
lieves, he hath the everlasting life, and the everlast- 
ing punishment ceases of course, The Calvinists, 
we know, will deny this. But they dare not deny it 
except in a corner; that is, in their pulpits, tracts, 
and other publications! With them, once a be- 
liever, always a believer. Notwithstanding which, 
they confesss they doubt when they believe; and 
Paul, very much to thei discomfiture, says, “ He 
that doubteth is damned.” Consequently, the Cal- 
vinists, and we may include their Hopkinsian breth- 
ren, are damned when they are in their best state; 
jor the simple reason, that “ He who believeth not, 
iscondemned already!” If we read, “ He that doubt- 
eth on the Son, hath everlasting life,” and “ He that 
doubteth not, shall not see life,” our Calvinistic and 
Hopkinsian friends, and some others, might do very 
well! We poor Universalists, are damned for not 
doubting. We believe too much—and what we be- 
lieve, we believe too certainly. We cannot please 
our friends, do what we will; unless, like them, we 
doubt in earnest, and then, we think, like them, we 
should be damned in reality! 

(To be continued.) 
—>_—__ 

* Wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things 

that may be desired are not to be compared to it.” 
SOLOMON. 
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From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 
DEGENERACY iN THE PRESBYTERIAN 
Cilt RCH. 

Extracted from a communication in a late number 
of the Religious Remembrancer, headed “ Church 

Discipline.” 

“We refer to gross aberrations from the line of 
rectitude, to palpable blots on the haman character. 
To be plain, and tn bet ig so, to prove ourselves hon- 
est, We desiun ¢€ xpressly to eX pose the criminal de 
fect of churcn Jiscipine, mM permitting notorious 
liars, habitual diuasercs, and mea of questionable 
honesty to disgrace the ranks of the ivilowers of 
Christ. 

“Some persons may be ready to inquire with 
astonishment, if it be really so, that notor:ous liars 
and habitual drunkards are permitted to lay sacrile- 
gious hands on the emblems of Christ’s body and 
blood 2?) Would to God that lamentable facts did not 
warrant us tn an affirmative answer to such inquiry. 
We are constrained, however, to say, that things 
are even thus; and although the concession be 
painful in the extreme to the truly picus, yet, as it 
cannot increase the malignity of a sore to ascertain 
its actual extent and ravages, it seems,ia our estima- 
tion, to be the better course, to expose the evil of 
which we complain, and to set it forth in its actual 
condition. 

“We are aware, those who may fancy that the 
portrait 1s drawn for them, will flounce and kick at 
the truth, and be disposed to anathematize the wri- 
ter. But these are considerations of no weight, and 
shall not deter us from a bold denunciation of the 
We have 
in our eye, at this moment, certain members in full 
communion with the Presbyterian Church in Phila- 
delpbia, who are known to the elders appointed to 
rule over them in the Lord, to be in the constant 
practice of uttering absolute falsehoods. These 
have become so habituated to lying, that nothing 
they say is regarded as being entitled to any credit. 


misdemeanors of delinquent professors. 


In short, their fellow communicants feel little or no 
hesitation in pronouncing them to be liars, and com- 
mon fame appropriates to them the same character. 

“There are others whose habitual intoxication 
obtrudes itself on the notice of their brethren and 
the publig at large. Indeed, we remember to have 
heard some of these individuals severely reprimand- 
ed from their pulpit, but they were not profited by 
the castigation, because it was of necessity adwinis- 
tered in a general way. We have not observed them 
staggering to the house of God, it is true, but their 
countenance and confused speech even on the 
Lord’s day, have testified that whatever may have 
been the fate of their Bible, their bottle has not been 
forgotten. 

“There are others, who, if not actually guilty of 
fraudulent conduct in their dealings, at least have 
the public finger pointed at them, as dishonest per- 
sons. Some of these individuals appear to make as 
deliberate preparations for a failure as they would 
for an East India voyage, and seem to live quite as 
well after, as before their insolvency. We have 
known an honest creditor reduced by the extrave 
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gance and folly of an insolvent debtor, whose style 
of living continued to be far above that of the mdi- 
vidual whom he had reduced to poverty, who was 
notwithstanding permitted to sit undisturbed at the 
sume communion table with the man thus injured. 
so common, that to specify 


Cases of this sort are 


»a church in Phila- 
We 


might enumerate several other immoralities which 


were needless. There is scare 


delphia in which they are not to be found. 
are known publicly to disgrace our churches, but 
what we have alveady stated may suffice for the pre- 
sent. 

“Tn the view of the deplorable representation 
civen in this imperfect miniature, we feel ourselves 
iinpelled to call upon church sessions to awake from 
their lethargy, and to discharge their duty in the fear 
ot God. Can they expect an increase of spiritual 
worshippers so long as they suffer flagrant violators 


Do 


they not know that many persons are deterred from 


of God’s holy law to scandalize the church ? 


making a profession of religion, simply because they 
ale witnesses of the countenance afforded to such 
otfenders. When an individual, who is under dee; 
concern of mind, and exercised specially on the ho- 
liness of the Christian character, casts his eyes 
along a communion table, and there beholds, in com- 
pany with the truly pious, men who are notorious 
liars, drunkards, and cheats, is it matter of astonish- 
ment that he should turn from the scene with dis- 
cust, and come to the conclusion that religion is a 
farce ? 
sence has excited feelings of abhorrence in his 


Ifthe grossly immoral persons, whose pre- 


mind, are to be regarded as fit subjects for the holy 
ordinance, has he not a right to measure the charac- 
ter of the whole company by his knowledge of these 
individuals ? We may rest assured, that spectators 
will decide on this as on every other matter, ac- 
cording to the rules of reason and common sense. 
And every eifort to convince them, against their rea- 
son, that the religion of the day is not full of incon- 
istencies, will be abortive, until the whole system 


of church discipline be revolutionized, and every 


appearance of evil be canvassed and reproved. 


“Our remarks have been confined to Philadel- 
phia and to the Presbyterian Churches there, not 
because we suppose that chureh discipline is mors 
Jax in that quarter than elsewhere, but because we 
we at home, and know on what ground we are 
treading, when we have allusion especially to the 
city of brotherly love. And if any Church Session 
in parti ular, should think that their communion has 
been aimed at by the writer, more than another, we 
have only to say that their conjecture may not be 
without foundation; although we believe that the 
spirit of our remarks is applicable to all the church- 
es-and its letter to most of them. Be this as it may, 
we feel that we have done no more than our duty, 
and to God we commit this effort to promote the in- 
terests of his Kingdom. A.B. C.” 

~_—<f__ 
From the Independent Examiner. 

“ To the Editor, Sin—The missionary cause is 
declining so rapidly, or rather ‘ dissolving in its 


own weakness’ with such universal consent, that 





what once excited our contempt, has now our pity ; 
and, in truth, it almost amounts to something un- 
generous, to throw an additional cloud over it, in jy< 
setting hour. It was ushered into existence by sei 
interested knaves, prayer-meeting men and hypo 
crites: it Was nurtured, and brought to maturity by 
unprincipled speculators and smooth-faced, humble 
deceivers, and will shortly be consigned to oblivion 
its 


by ‘plain truth,’ and 


Let the pride or folly of man think as jt 


companion, common 
sense. 
may ; let enthusiasm and knavery combined get yp 
whatever farce they may imagine most conduciy; w 
their own aggrandizement, there is an all-wise and 
overruling Providence, that will, at least, lay opes 
their impostures to the derision of the world, and 
show mankind, through a medium at once clear and 
indisputable, the deceit and treachery practised on 
the unthinking and credulous, under the specious 
mask of religion and benevolence. 

“ The history of the missionaries, from the ting 
of Peter, the hermit, (the first pious crusading vag 
bond we read of,) down to that detestable crew, 
Messrs. Ward and Co. of Serampore, exhibits on 
continual scene of cruelty and bloodshed, in the fis 
instance, and of speculation and fraud, in the next 
The conduct of the Spanish and Portuguese mis. 
sionaries, in South-America and Mexico, has left a 
stain on the human character, that no penitence caa 
itone for, no art wash away. The leading support 
ers of the British Missionary and Bible Societies 
were, and are distinguished for the profligacy ot 
What will 
any reflecting man think of that system, which is 


their conduct in public and private life. 


upheld by such miscreants as George [V., the Duk 
of York, Mary Ann Clarke, and the * Right Re 
erend Fathers in G—d, the Protestant Bishops? 
Not that these persons were the leading men in 
monied contributions—O! no: ‘twas the sanction 
ot their sacred names and characters, that cave cw- 
rency to the claims of a swarm of swindlers, called 
missionaries, who, having the passport of such high 
titles to usher them into the confidence of the weak 
and unthinking, drained honest industry of the last 
solitary shilling it possessed, and left the poor and 
the needy without a morsel of bread, * for the lov 
of God.’ 


the benighted Indian, and send Reverend Gent 


They talk in that conatry (England,) of 


men across the ocean, with plenty of money in thei 
pockets, to clear away the clouds that are suspended 
between those Indians and the sun: yet every itel- 
ligent man who has travelled through Britain, o 
even a part of it, well knows, that there is nota 
Hindoo over twenty years of age, to be found be- 
tween the Thibet mountains and Cape Comorian, 
that is not a Franklin or a Newton, compared with 
thousands of individuals he could pick out in the 
counties of Durham, Northumberland, and Cum- 
berland. But such is the infatuation of man! 

“It is, however, matter of astonishment, that in 
such a country as the United States, where educa- 
tion is so generally diffused, these impostors should 
have stood their ground so long. There is scarcely 
a newspaper we see, that is not partly filled with 


some disgusting narrative or another, relative to 
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messionaries and holy weddings, always winding up 
with * Donations and contributions, in money, will 
be received,’ by the Rev. Mr. A. or the Rev. Mr. B.; 
and then comparing the separating scene between 
the reverend lads and the crusaders, with the part- 
ing interview of that glorious apostle, St. Paul, and 
But the boys always forget to tell us 
that there was no contributiofs, in money, raised for 
St. Paul; no four or five thousand dollars put into 


his friends. 


his portinanteau ; no materials transported across 
the seas to build splendid palaces for him; no holy 
wedding between the Saint and Miss Arabella Wil- 
No! Saint Paul's 
thoughts were not occupied by Arabellas, or pala- 


helmina Amelia Ignorance. 


ces, or dollars ; but with the leve of the Redeemer 
in his heart, and the persuasive eloquence of inspi- 
ration on his tongue, he went forth the advocate of 
miserable mang and, surrounded by persecution and 
poverty, pointed out the road to a glorious eternity.” 
—f- — 

“In the multitude of Counsellors there is safety.” 

We insert the following from the “CHRISTIAN RE- 
Although 


this view of the parable may not be incongruous, 


posiTory,” by request of a friend. 


we think that something more was intended by 

the Saviour, Ke. 

THE UNJUST STEWARD COMMENDED. 
LUKE Xvi. I—15, 

“And he said also to his disciples, There was a 
certain rich man which had a steward; and the 
saine Was accused unto him that he had wasted his 
goods. And he called him, and said unt. him,” &e. 

As parables are a kind of comparison for the more 
pungent application of the doctrine taught by them, 
much depends in explaining them, on the connex- 
ion, in Which they are found. The reader is there- 
fore solicited to suspend his decision, in favour, or 
wainst, this imterpretation of the above parable, 
until suitable attention has been paid to that point. 
Nor will it be lost time to consider that the circum- 
stance Which is chosen as asimilitude, was supposed to 
be well understood by those to whom it was deliver- 
ed, as well as those who were both reprimanded and 
nstrueted by hearing it. The more accurate know- 

lge they had of the subject introduced as a com- 
parison, the more likely they would be to discover 
the analogy between that and the thing by it exem- 
plified. Atleast, we may infer that, if they were 
ignovant of the former, they could not thereby have 

a illustration of the latter. And likewise, in that 
case, two explanations would have been necessary ; 
ne one, to explain the circumstance introduced, 
ind the other, to exhibit the analogy in the com- 
By the ready application which the Pha- 
risees made of the parable under consideration, it is 


parison. 


evident they needed no assistance in understanding 
either of the foregoing particulars; but rightly ap- 
prehended the Divine Teacher’s meaning. Though 
the address was directed to the disciples, doubtless 
its principal design was to improve the Pharisees 
and opposers of Jesus, for their covetousness and 
liberality. 

As they were unfaithful and ungenerous in the 













































































their being put im possession of the heavenly riches. 
And since no man can serve two masters, at the 
sume time, to make them the faithful servants ot 
Christ, till they were discharged from their slavery 
to the world, was impossible. To render this in- 
terpretation the more easily understood, we shall 
descend to particulars. 

1. The Saviour represented himself by the rick 
man, who had a steward. His wealth consisted ot 
what in the parable is denominated the true riches. 
He sustains about the same character as in Matt. 
ch. xxv. 14th verse, where he is represented by the 
“man travelling into a far country, who called to 
him his servants, and delivered to them his goods.” 
The Scriptures frequently mention this kind of 
affluence, in distinction trom that of the world. 
“ God who is rich in merey—thouch Jesus was rich 
—the unsearchable riches of Christ,’ and much 
more to the same inport. 

2. His disciples are represented by the steward 
who was accused of injustice. A steward is a per- 
son employed in the service of a superior, to whom 
he is accountable for a faithful discharge of his 
duty ; those, in an especial manner, who are in- 
trusted with the provision for a lord’s household, to 
deal to every one a portion of meat in due season, 
are called stewards. “And the Lord said, Who 
then is that faithful and wise steward whom his 
lord shall make ruler over all his household, to give 
Blessed ts 
cometh shall 


each a portion of meat in due season ? 
when he 


find so doing.” Luke xii. 42, 43. 


that servant whom his lord 
“ Let a man so 
account of us as of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is 
required in stewards that a man be found faithful,” 
1 Cor. iv. 1,2. Faithfulness in the distribution of 
the master’s goods, according to his directions, is 
the first trait in the conduct of a just steward. “ Use 
hospitality towards one another without grudging. 
As every man hath received the gift, even so min- 
ister the same one to another, as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God.” 1Pet. iv. 9,10. As 
the servant of a lord, who had been exalted in point 
of privileges, would be liable to be called to an ac- 
count for the manner in which he had provided for 
his tellow servants, and on that account ought to 
maintain a habitual faithfulness, so should the dis- 
ciples of the Lord consider themselves as unde: 
alike accountability to their great Lord and master; 
and so much the more as they were surrounded by 
They 
were to manifest a liberal heart in the bestowment 
of such as they had. For if they were “ unfaithful 


in the unrighteous mammon, who would commit to 
, 


the most crafty and eagle-eyed adversaries. 


them the true riches ? 

3. The Scribes and Pharisees are represented as 
bringing an accusation against Christ’s servants for 
having wasted his geods. If it should appear on 
examination, that the charge is well supported, the 
servant will undoubtedly meet with a proper chas- 
tisement. He who said, “gather up the fragments 
that nothing be wasted or lost,” will not counte- 
the Behold the result. 


nance alleged conduct. 





earthly mammon,. it evinced the impropriety of 


“The Lord commended the unjust steward, because 
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he had done wisely.” But did he not retract on 
mature reflection, and become less profuse in the 
not restrain his ge- 
cries of the needy, 


use of his lord’s goods? Did he 
nerosity, deafen his ear to the 
and shut his eyes on the widow and her weeping, 
breadless family? Above all, was he not unusually 
strict and severe in collecting his lord’s debts; bring- 
ing every one to immediate settlement and pay- 
ment? Let us listen to his adjustment of accounts, 
for a moment, that we may not be mistaken. 

Here comes one of his lord’s debtors. Hear his 
question: ™ How much owest thou unto my lord?” 
The poor man gravely answers, “ An hundred mea- 
sures of oi ” Then, said the steward, “Take thy 
bill and sit down quickly and write fifty.” Thus you 
see, dear reader, that so far from diminishing his 
charities, or becoming more prudent in the use of 
his lord’s goods, the steward extended his liberality 
to an unusual degree. Even where a debt was justly 
due, he abated one half, one fifth, or any other part, 
according to the condition of the debtors. And 
even in this profusion of beneficent conferments, he 
received the most cordial approbation of his master. 
The inference is, that he was wrongfully accused. 
The charge was by no means supported ; so far from 
it, a distribution of favours, copious in comparison 
with what they called wastefulness, was highly ap- 
proved. Pharisaic illiberality ascribes every act to 
wastefulness which is compatible with the real hea- 
ven-born charfty. It attributes the opprobrium of 
injustice to all characters who do not conform to the 
master’s notion of prudence. The Pharisee says 
in his heart, “God, I thank thee, that I am not as 
other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this publican” or steward. His charity con- 
sists in fasting, paying tithes, and making long 
prayers. That spirit which influenced the opposers 
of Jesus to watch him with a vulture’s eye, and 
strive to poison his character with satanic venom, 
could readily desery waste, injustice and crime in 
his followers. But the accusation is proved to be 
a calumny, not only by commendation given the 
steward by the lord, but also, by his persuasive ex- 
hortation to his fellows, to endeavour to maintain a 
character analogous to that in the parable. As the 
steward, represented unjust, gave proof of his faith- 
fulness, by a liberal distribution to the needy, so 
should they make to themselves friends of the mam- 
mon of this world, that when other means should 
fail, they might be received into durable habitations. 
The Pharisees, who considered themselves “ chil- 
dren of the light,” were not so wise as this steward, 
and the children of this world, by him represented. 

4. The parable under consideration was intended 
asa reprimand on the opposers of our Lord; and 
he who knows man, and what is in him, spake not 
in vain. They acknowledge themselves intended. 
And well they might, since they were guilty in a 
two-fold sense. First, as it respected temporal 
riches of which they possessed much ; and, second- 
ly, in relation to the riches and blessing’ of the le- 
gal dispensation, which they parsimoniously claim- 
ed to themselves, unwilling that others should par- 


: a 
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unfaithful in that which was another's temporal. 


worldly riches, how could they expect to come in 
possession of the real spiritual riches of the pro- 
mises, which they called their own, having them 
bequeathed by Moses ? 

To prevent all confusion, the Saviour stated dis. 
tinetly that no man Cag serve two masters, or Gog 
and mammon, at the same time. The Pharismes 
instead of using their riches in a prudent and . 
tional manner, rendering them serviceable to them. 
selves and others, perverted their use, and became 
servants and even slaves, to that which onght ty 
have served them; and thereby became ineapac;. 
tated for serving their “ Father in heaven.” If they 
had obeyed the Divine Teacher, imparted thei 
goods to the poor, the needy, making themselyes 
friends thereby, the earthly mammon would haye 
served them; and they could go forward with 
servant to assist them in the cause of God. 

When we consider the conduct of those, j. sy 
accused in the foregoing parable, at the time it was 
delivered, we shall not hesitate in the application 
The wounded bird will flutter while others mote 
not their wings. “And the Pharisees also, why 
were covetous heard all these things, and they 
derided him.” We expected the culprit woul 
plead not guilty—but to what purpose ? The stew- 
ard wrongfully accused, defends himself, is exone- 
rated from the charge, and comes off in fying 
colours; the accuser is convicted of crime, and dis- 
criminated with deserved infamy. The voice whict 
said, “Judge not that ye be not judged, for with 
what measure ye mete it shall be measured to \ 
again,” has proved to be the voice of truth, wis- 
dom and love. 

Grateful would it be to the Christian cause, if | 
votaries would profit by the foregoing example. 
Let those who are made stewards of this world’s 
goods exhibit a similar kind of prudence with the 
foregoing accused, but commended steward. 

—_— 
From the Maryland Gazette. 
ORIGIN OF THE SLAVE TRADE, OR, 
HISTORY OF HAYTI. 

“When the Spaniards first arrived at this island, 
called by the natives Ayti, or Hati, it was divided 
into five kingdoms, under as many Caciques, and 
was exceedingly populous. II] treatment, however, 
and fatigue, to which their invaders subjected them 
in the mines, for the purpose of gratifying their 
avarice, and broken spirits, soon wasted the nume- 
rous and happy people. The Spaniards then bai 
recourse to the neighbouring isles for a supply of 
men to labour in their stead. Thy first seduced 
about forty thousand from the Lucaros, by repre- 
senting to them that they would lead them to2 
delightful region, the residence of their departed 
friends and relatives. Soon harsh treatment cat- 
ried off the supply they had just received, and they 
adopted other expedients to furnish diggers in "he 
mines. They visited Guadaloupe, but found the 
natives on their guard, and able to defend then 
selves, and they therefore made a voyage to Africa, 





Hcipate its benefits, As they had proved themselves 


and procured there the recruits they desired. This 
- 
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was the commencement of the modern traffic in 


{frican slaves; and the successors and descend- 
guts of these first sufferers have been the first to 
rise and subdue their masters and tyrants, and de- 
clare themselves independent. Since the com- 
mencement of this trade, it is estimated that ove: 
twenty millions of people have been victims to the 
“The coasts of Africa,” 
says the Baron de Vastey, a Haytian writer, “ once 


cruel avarice of man. 


so populous, have become deserted, this mine of 
nen is exhausted; and slaves are now taken from 
the interior. Of this immense number of victims, 
scarcely two millions now exist, and eighteen mil- 
lions of our fellow countrymen have been sacrificed 
by the murderous barbarity of tyrant masters.” 
Surely the love of money is the root of all evil. 


The branches are miseries and every species of 


wretchedness. 
—~—>—- 
From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
PRIESTCRAFT: 

Or, an Historical Examination of the conduct of the 
Clercy, or those whe make a trade of Religion: 
trom the earliest records of authentic history, Sa- 
cred and Profane, down to the present time. 

A Christian, whose heart is overflowing with gra- 
titude to the Divine Author and Finisher of the 
Christian Religion; who hails as brothers in faith, 
alithose who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
verity; feeling no uncharitableness toward the peo- 
ple of any sect, knowing that there are real, humble 
Christians, amongst all denominations, and probably 
is large a portion of such out of the flocks of the 
visible churches, asin them—among the heathen, 
is even in the schools of theology, earnestly recom- 
mends to literary men the execution of such a work 
as is noticed at the head of this article. Strip 
hypocrisy of its mask—unrobe priestcraft, and I 
verily and solemnly believe in my soul, that more 
would be done for the advancement of the Saviour’s 
Kingdom, the glory and honour of God, than in 
laying the foundations of ten thousand theological 
~eininaries, or in the education of millions of priests. 
Startle not at the idea, Christian—tor it is my so- 
lemn belief, deliberately formed: and farther, that 
vere the Saviour now again to visit this earth, in- 
stead of making apostles of the clergy, sending them 
4s instructors of the heathen, HE would point them 
sut to us as he did the Scribes and Pharisees of old, 
+ orders of men, of all others, the most opposed to 
tim, to the truth as it is in Jesus, and to the pure 
doctrines of our God. It is time for us in America 
‘o exercise the rights and duties of treedom, and 
uot suffer ourselves to become the dupes of an order 
of men, always the foes alike of civil and religious 
liberty. WILLIAM PENN. 

—p— 
From the New-England Galaxy. 
“ What the weak head with strongest bias rules, 
“Is Pride, the never-failing vice of fools.” 

Itis amusing to read in the Boston Recorder, 
Missionary Herald, and other orthodox publications, 
the pompous reports of treasurers of missionary 
‘Scieties, cent societies, and tag-rag societies: pub- 
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lished chiefly, if not entirely for the purpose of 
feeding and keeping alive a species of ridiculous and 
disgusting vanity. ‘These reports are arttully con- 
structed to effect the purposes of those who are at 
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the foundation of the mendicant system, and who 


ial 





are the only persons benefited by it. They never 
omit avy particulars, which may operate on juve- 


uile, weak, or superficial minds. 


If a poor man has 
been able to save a few dollars by going barefooted ie 
—a poor widow, a few shillings by depriving her- 


sma OP 
—_— =o 


self of certain conveniencies—or a child, a few cents 


by suffering the loss of a harmless plaything—the aes 
fact 1s related with all the embellishments the wri- ai 


ter can draw from his imagination. The love of 
fame is a universal passion, and these society pro- 
jectors know well how to touch the string that 
vibrates in consonance to their wishes. The plea- : 
sure of seeing one’s name in a newspaper, as a ht 
benefactor to the glorious scheme of evangelizing, 

‘or rather proselyting the world, has made many a 

poor wretch rob both “ back and belly of their pro- 

per cheer.” Instances have been known, and they + 
are not unknown in this city, of men who have 

wasted the products of years of laborious industry, 

in building up missionary societies and feeding the 

lazy vermin which they engender, till they have 

become bankrupts and paupers, and been obliged 

to ask contributions of the church to procure the a4] 
necessaries of life, or to save those necessaries from hi 
being sold to satisfy the just demands of creditors. 
It is not impossible that honest fanaticism may have 
sent a missionary from his home to the field of his 
labours ; among the thousands that adopt this course 
of life, it would be uncharitable to pronounce them 


all hypocrites. A sincere desire to propagate Chris- tf I 

tianity (or what was believed to’ be Christianity) ert 

might have prompted Harriet Newell to accompany 

her Jonathan to the island of Bourbon, and the same Ww? 

feeling might have induced Eliza Thurston to fol- s 

low him, and marry him there; but it is not tmpos- i , 

sible that both these ladies might have indulged a 

desire to see A 

Where’er they tread, 

Millions of proselytes behind them led— 4 
Thro’ crewds of new-made converts sll to go. ' 

Love for souls, too, might have sent Adoniram Jud- ‘ 

son and Luther Rice, to Birmah; but it is not set- ?, 

ting possibility at defiance, to believe that love of 

fame keeps one of these evangelists there, and love ' 


of money and good eating called the other back to 
his native country. These, and others, too nume- 
rous to mention, have been so extravagantly extolled 
for the sacrifices they have made in the cause of 
missions, that a man is thought almost an out-law, 
who doubts the purity of their motives; still there 
are those who doubt—and believe them and those 
who take so much pains to proclaim their magni- 
ficent services to the world, no better than othe: 
inen, who, 





Madly vain, 
Seek Godlike worship from a servile train. 
The system of religious beggary, beside the sup- 
port of missionaries, has another object to accom- 
plish. It has been fashionable for a number of years, 
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for ladies to spend the mouvey which their husbands | 
earned by hard labour, and which they needed for | 
other and more honourable purposes, in constituting 
their ministers members for life of the Bible Soci- 
ely, amissionary society, or an education society. 
What advantage a minister possesses in conse- 
quence of being a life-member of one of these socie- 
ties is not vat known: but as there doubtless must 
be some great benefit, besides that of seeing their 
names in the newspapers, it would be heresy to 
complain of the practice. The ladies (pious, mod- 
est, kind-hearted souls!) have found out another 
way of spending a little more money, which may also 
be recorded in a newspaper, to prompt others to go 
and do likewise, and it has one great advantage over 
that of making life-members of a society ; because 
the sum necessary for that purpose is limited to 
thirty dollars, or thereabouts: whereas in the new 
channel of expenditure, no specific sum is required, 
but they may extend their bounty to any amount 
they please, and thus get rid of all the surplus dol- 
lars they may happen to have, as well as those trou- 
blesome fractional parts of a dollar, called halves, 
quarters, ninepences, and fourpencehalfpennies, 
which if permitted to remain in a house, are liable 
to be lost, and are really not worth the labour of 
saving. ‘The new method here spoken of is that of 
buying cloaks, bands, and gloves, for the minister. 
Think not, gentle reader, that this work of necessity 





and mercy, is to be done in secret. No man, (nor 
woman neither) lights a candle to put it under a 
bushel. Why should the ladies be charitable, if no 
one is to know it but their minister? It was indeed 
said once that alms should be done in secret, and it 
was acded, that He, who saw in secret, should openly 
reward the deed. But this old-fashioned, clandes- 
tine sort of charity, will not suit the taste of ow 
modern philanthropists, and a lady might as well 
keep her money where it should be, as to give it in 
charity to her ininister, if itis not to be recorded on 
the column of a newspaper, and sent to the four 
corners of the world by those fying Mercuries, the 
post-riders, mail-carriers, and printer’s devils. In 
order to open the hearts, (or purses) of our fair read- 
ers, if any should be closed against these charitable 
appeals, we insert the two “ cards” following, from 
the Boston Recorder of the 4th inst. 

“Rev. E. L. Bascom, takes this method of ren- 
dering his grateful acknowledgments to the Ladies 
of his parish, for the valuable presents he received 
from them on “ Christmas eve.” The generosity 
and good feeling with which they have procured tor 
him an elegant, superfine, black broadcloth cloak, 
two stock cravats, a pair of best English silk gloves, 
&c. demand his gratitude, which he hopes will be 
otfered them in his increased fidelity mm the promo- 
tion of their best interests.” 

* Gratitude is due to our kind benefactors. This 

ratittude the sulsertber hereby expresses to the 
Ladies of his society, for having presented him 
thirty-four dollars to purchase tor him a handsome 
cloak. That, for their kindness to him, in this and 
other instances, they may receive greater blessings, 
than earth can afford, is the daily prayer of their af- 


fectionate minister, GEORGE FISHER. 





Narvard, Dec. ¥, 1822. 


Who would not be generous and beneficent foy 
such a world of thankfulness and gratitude ? Whur 
fair lady would not consent to go to church with 
naked hands, that she might see those of he min- 
ister raised to heaven in a “ pair of best English o jk 
gloves,” or wear herflannel! petticoat a little shorte; 
than she was wont, that h@ might have “an elegany, 
supeifine, black broadcloth cloak #” and what chasy 
dame would not sell her ear-rings and finger-rj 
those trinkets of Egyptian origin, to purchase 4 
her reverend pastor, those nameless little tokens of 
affection, included under the above significant 
cetera?” Some may, perhaps, think there is a lin 
ostentation im the method the “reverend” cently. 
man takes to render his “very grateful acky 
ledgments”™ to his benefactresses; but such pers 
are requested to consider the great’ inconvenies-r 
of making such an acknowledgement to a few |, 
of a small country parish, otherwise than throw: 
the medium of a newspaper circulating through ¢| 
United States. Both these “cards” may be ¢ 
sidered as first rate specimens of the civil, sentimen 
tal stvle of writing—as handsome as the “ handsom 
cloak” which is to be purchased, and will be dow): 
less followed by many others equally handsome 
equally disinterested. Ifany “reverend” gentlem 
should receive frequent calls to migrate from oue 
parish to another, and meet with ladies in each of 
them equally generous, he might calculate on 
tolerable supply of “ stock cravats, English sil 
gloves,” and et-celeras. 

—_ 
ANECDOTE. 

A country parish in New-Hampshire, proposed 
to their pastor to raise his salary from $2090 to $300 
per annum. “Spare me, my Christian friends.” 
replied the worthy man; “it is a weary burthen 
collect the 250; I should be worn to death by t 
ing to scramble together the 300.” 

—_—~=——- 
NOTICE. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, (# 
Cirystie-street, every Friday Evening, at hali-past s 
o'clock. 

—_——— 
NOTICE. 

The house in the Village, formerly oceupied by St. Luh 
Church, will be opened for worship every Sabbath, 
o'clock in the afternoon, and at half-past six in the e' 
ing; and every Thursday evening, at half-past 6 o'cloch 
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